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As the year of our 50th anniversary 
comes to a close, I find myself 
reflecting on the events  that brought 
many from our community together 
in 2010. In February, our neighbors 
(and my fellow board members), Len 
Pilarski and Gaylon Melton opened 
up their home to our membership 
to witness truly extraordinary 
renovation and restoration of their 
historical Meridian Street Home.  
April marked the Annual MSF 
Easter Egg Hunt, host to nearly 
one hundred young egg hunters 
and nearly that many parents.  In 
June, we gathered on an absolutely 
beautiful Sunday afternoon for our 
summer family picnic 
complete with ribs, 
burgers, delicious sides 
and salads pitched in 
by those in attendance, 
and, of course, ice cream 
sundaes.  Finally, on 
October 15th, nearly 
one hundred of our 
neighbors, both current 
and past, gathered 
together for a wonderful evening at 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art to 
celebrate our 50- year history with 
Marsh Davis, President of Indiana 
Landmarks, as our keynote speaker.
As part of Marsh’s presentation 

on the statewide efforts of Indiana 
Landmarks, he spent ample time 
reviewing the history or our 
organization. In brief summary, 
following the organization of a 
group of neighbors concerned 
about the approaching urban 

sprawl in 1960, the Meridian Street 
Preservation Act was established 
in 1971. In 1986, Meridian Street 
was placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Our website 
appropriately describes us, in part, 
as an organization whose “first order 
of business is to help support the 
preservation of the historic, scenic 
and aesthetic character of North 
Meridian Street…”.  This first order 
of business was the motivation for 
those who preceded us (and some 
who continue to be our neighbors 
today) to first come together fifty 
years ago.  A continued vigilance and 
commitment to this fundamental 

effort has continued to ensure the 
greatness of our neighborhood 
today and in the years since.
What the website does not state is 

our second order of business, so I am 
going to employ some artistic liberty.  
Community is defined as “a group 
of people who live in the same area; 
a group of people with a common 
background or shared interest 
within society”.  Throughout this 
past year and indeed our fifty-year 
history, preservation has served as 

our shared interest.  It is important 
that we remember that the fruit 
(our beautiful neighborhood) of 
this shared interest is the very 
reason many of us have chosen to 
be part of this community.  Of even 
greater import, however, I draw 
your attention back to the first part 
of the definition of community, “a 
group of people” or alternatively a 
group of neighbors.  Our gatherings 
this year have served as wonderful 
opportunities for neighbors to 
gather as a community round that 
singular shared interest.  As we 
set out to write the history of the 
second half of our first century, I 

hope we all commit to 
the preservation of our 
wonderful neighborhood 
in a neighborly manner.  
Neighborly, another 
essential element of our 
community, is defined as 
sociable, friendly, helpful 
and kind, especially to a 
neighbor.
It has been an honor to 

serve as president of the foundation 
throughout this year of our 50th 
celebration and to serve alongside 
board members whose commitment 
to our neighborhood knows no 
equal.  A very special thanks to 
John Peoni for his significant efforts 
made to organize and pull off a 
truly memorable 50th Anniversary 
celebration at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art.  

YEARS5050 of greatness 1960
2010

PRESIDENT’S MESSAgE by John Countryman, President

“As we set out to write the history of the  
second half of our first century, I hope we all 
commit to the preservation of our wonderful 

neighborhood in a neighborly manner.”
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The Meridian Street neighborhood 
has many remarkable residents. 
We now have a national tennis 
champion among us. What is even 
more remarkable is that this national 
champion is 80 years young. Long 
time resident, Jack Bradshaw won 
the Men’s 80 singles division in the 
United States Tennis Association 
National Grass Court Championships 
in South Orange, New Jersey, in 
August. At Vancouver, Washington in 
May, Bradshaw also won the United 
States Tennis Association National 
Indoor Championship and the 
National Doubles Championships 
in Florida last January. To add to his 
accomplishments, the retired attorney 
was runner up in the National Clay 
Courts Championships and placed 
third in the National Hard Courts 
Championships. Bradshaw has now 
been selected by the U. S Tennis 
Association for its 4-man team of 
80 year old players to represent the 
United States in the World Team 
Tennis Championship in October in 
Manvgat near Antalya, Turkey.
Mr. Bradshaw has been playing 

tennis for a long time. He started as a 
kid at Ellenberger Park in Irvington. 
He later played some organized tennis 
while in college at Notre Dame.  While 
in the Navy he played on teams and 
continued playing at Tarkington Park 
when he returned home. It was there 
he met his wife Pat, who is also very 
accomplished in tennis. Together, 
they went on to create a tennis 

playing family pictured 
here (two children 
not pictured). His 
prowess on the tennis 
court has enriched 
his life with good 
friends, good times, 
great competition and 
a sense of well-being 
that comes along with 
meeting the physical 
and mental challenge 
that tennis has offered 
through the years. Jack 
feels fortunate to have 

such a rewarding avocation and a 
family that enjoys it as well.
Jack’s training consists of playing 

at least two to three times per week 
at a variety of places including 
our neighborhood courts at the 
Riviera Club. When preparing for a 
competition Jack will play as often as 
every day if he can find fellow players 
to hit with. You can bet most of his 
competitors are younger than him. 
He regularly does a few strengthening 
and stretching exercises, but he 
mostly just plays. After all, he has 
16 grandchildren to keep track of, 

including watching their tennis 
matches at Cathedral High School 
and beyond. 
Jack enjoys the competition and 

likes to get ready mentally for the 
competitive challenge. He states that it 
is good for his mental health. He also 
likes the emotions that go along with 
competition. Tennis has enriched his 
life by having opportunities to meet 
like -minded people as well as people 
from different careers and cultures.
When asked about how he deals with 

injuries, Jack explains that he had 
tennis elbow and had to take-off for 3 
months. He diligently performed his 
physical therapy exercises to get well 
and does them now to keep injuries 
at bay. When asked what he would 
tell others who seek to compete at 
an older age, he suggests a lighter 
racket, and to wear sunscreen and sun 
glasses. 
We could all learn a few things from 

Jack. We could learn how to age, how 
to stay healthy and vital and how to 
endure in those activities we love. 
We certainly could learn tennis. As 
proud neighbors, let’s wish him well 
in Turkey. 

A lIvINg lEgEND ON OUR STREET by Marilyn Strawbridge



3

For 22 years, the Crossroads Guild Holiday Home 
tour was involved in the Meridian-Kessler and Butler-
Tarkington neighborhoods.  In 2009, Crossroads 
discontinued the tour and contacted HARMONI, Inc. 
to see if they’d like to continue this well-known tour 
as a fundraiser. HARMONI was excited about the offer 
and opportunity to promote the wonderful Midtown 
Indianapolis area. “The Midtown Holiday Home Tour” 
will take place November 13th and 14th from 11:00am 
-5:00pm each day.  
Three homes on Meridian and one on Illinois St. will 

be festively decorated for the holidays by local floral 
designers.  We are offering something new on this year’s 
tour with Butler University fraternity, Phi Delta Theta, 
opening its main room to the public for this event.  The 
building has been restored in keeping with is historic 
integrity. There will be special entertainment in the room 
as well as the opportunity to purchase a brass holiday 
ornament featuring the Butler Fieldhouse.  
Also joining the tour festivities this year is the Riviera 

Club.  The club is planning to host the tour café as well 
as a new element featuring local businesses. The area 
will be called “Midtown Café and Market at the Rivi”.  
Parking will be available, conveniently, at the RIVI 

where friends may park and then carpool to the tour 
homes. Once the tour is over, it’s back to the Rivera 
Club to eat, relax and shop the market of Midtown 
shopkeepers.
Tickets for the home tour will be available for purchase 

at the Riviera Club.

Homes on the Tour:

4122 N. Meridian Street (Home of Len Pilarski and 
Gaylon Melton)

Only two duplexes were built in the historic district: 
this home and the home to its North, both designed 
to house the Meyer clan. Today the renaissance revival 
home is one of the street’s most elegant single family 
dwellings. Floral design by Becky Ruby of Lilly Lane, 
56th and Illinois.

4245 North Meridian Street (Home of Lisa and Jeff 
Whorley)
One of the oldest in the historic district, this beautiful 
home was built in 1909. It was beautifully updated 
by its contemporary owners with the help of architect 
and interior designer, Matt Harris. Floral design by Jim 
Holland, freelance floral designer.

4525 North Meridian Street (Home of Helen O’Guinn)
All the main-floor rooms in the colonial revival, built in 
1925 were recently updated, including converting a trio 
of rooms in the back of the home into a single, spacious 
kitchen.  Floral design by Angela Kenly and Janet 
Smithers of Bokay Florist, Kessler and Keystone Ave.

5659 North Illinois Street (Home of Jennifer Barratt)
This charming duplex, built in the fifties, has been 
decorated with a bohemian flair.  Although the home 
is small, it contains many wonderful artworks by noted 
artists, friends of the homeowner.  Floral design by the 
homeowner, Jennifer Barratt of the Arranger.

705 West Hampton Drive, Phi Delta Theta Fraternity 
(on the Butler University Campus)
Completed in 1929, this Indiana limestone and North 
Carolina granite building is affectionately called “the 
castle”. The residence underwent a $1.9 million 
renovation, completed last year, making it the first 
“green-certified” fraternity in the state.  Floral design by 
David Strohmeyer of the Empty Vase, 49th and Penn.

 FORMER CROSSROADS gUIlD HOlIDAY HOME TOUR 
 NOW BElONgS TO MIDTOWN
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Our Meridian Street 
neighborhood lost a true 
friend, advocate, resident, 
counselor and city liaison 
when Steve West – a life 
long resident of this area and 
our long-time city councilor 
passed away this summer in 
July.
Many of us knew Steve from 

one or more of his many roles.  Always a gentleman, 
he had a wonderful sense of humor, patience beyond 
understanding, and wisdom; among countless other 
attributes.  He devoted his total attention to anyone who 
needed help or advice with their problems, whether they 
were huge involving the city and its complexities or that 
of a retired senior citizen on a small pension.
The impact of his life and influence on our neighborhood 

is a very large part of our life today. Fighting commercialism 
has been an on-going struggle though the years and Steve 
West was instrumental in the successes that have been 
achieved. Three (among many) stand out: Preventing 

a gas station at 46th and Illinois Street, succeeding in 
stopping special interest groups from by-passing a city 
ordinance and giving the state the authority to establish 
group homes in older neighborhoods, and maintaining 
Dodd’s House as a restaurant or residence when there was 
much pressure to allow a bank to be approved for that 
space.
Steve West’s obituary listing of his many achievements, 

honors, awards and accomplishments was long and 
impressive, but he was so much more.  As one person 
who worked with him closely on many of our most 
serious challenges said, “He was gentle, unflappable, 
knowledgeable, considered both sides of any issue, wise, 
a walking encyclopedia on the intricacies of city-county 
and state government, always prepared, and unfailingly 
fair. He was a powerful force, always working to make 
our neighborhood better.”
We remember Steve West with gratitude. His legacy 

is that he truly made difference in the lives of so many, 
especially for those of us who live in this unique part or 
our city.

STEvE WEST REMEMBERED by Roberta lamberson

Landscape Design & Patio Install

15% OFF

25% OFF20% OFF
Landscape Design & 

Patio Install
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by Raul Burciaga, MSF Property Tax Subcommittee

By now Meridian Street homeowners have looked over 
the 2010 property assessments payable in 2011 sent out 
recently by the County Assessor Office and are figuring 
out how the new property tax bills are going to affect their 
budget next year.  Most of you, I’m sure, have compared 
it to the 2009 assessment and tax bill (the 2nd portion of 
which is due by Nov. 15).  To see how you fared with the 
rest of the neighborhood check out the assessment map 
at: http://maps.indy.gov/PropertyAssessment/Viewer. If 
you have difficulty with the link, then go to www.indygov.
org and under Local Government heading click on 
County then Assessor.  Near the bottom of the page click 
on Property Viewer, you can look up either your address 
or the neighborhood.  You can navigate on the map by 
zooming in and dragging the cursor around the map to 
find your address and the rest of the neighborhood.  
Generally, in the primary and secondary areas of the 

Meridian Street Historic District the assessments and 
subsequently the tax bills have gone down, reflecting 
the effects of the statutory property tax caps and lower 
market values of homes.  With the election cycle coming 
up in November, Indiana voters will have a chance to 
vote on a referendum to preserve these property tax caps 
as an amendment to the Indiana Constitution.  To see the 
Public Question 1 as it will appear on the ballot along 
with some commentary, I refer you to: http://ballotpedia.
org/wiki/index.php/Indiana_Tax_Cap_Amendment_
Public_Question _1_(2010).
Now it may seem like a “no brainer” to decide whether 

one wants to cap property taxes.   But in reality this 
is a “brain buster”.  As with any political question, 
especially one that affects the taxes we pay and funding 
of government services, there are pros and cons to the 
decision.  Our property taxes pay for the services of local 
government and school districts expenses.  About half 
of property tax dollars go to city government, county 
government, township government, Health and Hospital, 
welfare, libraries, and public transportation while the 
other half goes to fund public schools.
Many Meridian Street homeowners remember the march 

on the Governor’s Residence when property taxes took a 
steep rise following a restructuring of property assessments 
which forced state lawmakers to reassess home property 
assessments and pass the “circuit-breaker credits”, the “1-
2-3 caps “, 1% cap on owner-occupied homes, 2% on 
rental property and 3% on business property, and raise the 

sales tax from 6% to 7% (in order to compensate for lost 
revenues from the lower property tax collections).  Those 
statutes are set to expire but approval of the referendum 
will put these caps into the state constitution.
Proponents for the amendment argue that this bill will 

prevent property taxes from rising to such a degree that 
they can place a family’s budget in jeopardy.  In addition, 
it will help the business community by offering a level 
of predictability.  Thirdly, limits are set on the amount of 
money county and local government entities and school 
districts can levy, forcing local governments to control 
spending.
Opponents argue that caps will limit local governments 

and school districts from providing needed services. 
Local governments need to be able to provide services 
at roughly the same level prior to the recession.   Police, 
fire, emergency and other services cannot be cut back 
suddenly as the economy changes.  At a time when 
jobs are scarce, local assistance is needed and education 
services need to be maintained.  An economic analysis 
by the Legislative Services Agency reveals that the limits 
will shift tax burdens to some taxpayer groups and 
relieve others, i.e. “the assessed value of commercial and 
industrial real property fell in Marion County in 2010, 
resulting in a tax shift to homeowners...” The recession, 
through job losses, income declines, reduced new 
construction and a reduction in some property values 
affected assessed values.  Fiscal policy needs to be flexible 
enough to weather the ebb and flow of business cycles 
and not locked to limits in the constitution.  Lastly, if the 
referendum passes, it can take at least 4-5 years to reverse 
it if all the legislative hurdles line up.  (The referendum 
is not permanent and can be reversed.) If counties and 
other local government entities fall short of revenues, 
county and local option income taxes will most likely be 
increased to make up for the shortfall.  
For more commentary regarding the pros and cons, I 

offer the following websites.
•  2010 County Tax Report with comparisons between 

2007 and 2010 by Legislative Services Agency:
•  http://www.in.gov/legislative/publication/County_

Report_2010.pdf  
•  Indianapolis Star opinion piece by Andrea Neal dated 

Sept. 28, 2010:
•  http://www.indystar.com/article/20100929/opinion 

04/9290312/ 

PROPERTY TAX CAPS?

In our hectic, fast-paced, consumer-driven society, it’s common to feel  
overwhelmed, isolated and alone. Many are re-discovering the healing and 

empowering role that community can bring to our lives. The sense of belonging  
we feel when we make the time to take an active role in our communities can 

give us a deeper sense of meaning and purpose.

– Robert Alan — www.betterworldheroes.com/alan.htm
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The Meridian Street Foundation’s 
50th anniversary celebration was held 
on Friday, October 15, 2010 at the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA). 
More than 70 guests were on hand 
to honor the foundation’s rich history 
while also keeping an eye toward the 
future.

The evening began with cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres served in front 
of the Sutphin Fountain. 
Guests noshed on food and 
drinks while pianist David 
Graf provided music. 
Mayor Ballard and his 
wife made an appearance 
to acknowledge their 
appreciation for the 
foundation’s efforts.
As dusk gave way to 

nightfall, attendees were 
invited inside to the IMA’s Fountain 
Terrace room. Once seated, MSF 
President John Countryman offered 
the official welcome.  

“The history that we are celebrating 
is a result of the efforts of many of the 
people in this room,” Countryman 
said, “and many more who cannot be 

here with us tonight. I am honored 
just to be a part of it.”
The evening was dedicated to honor 

the life and service of former MSF 
President Virginia Handley.  Her 
husband Neil Handley thanked guests 
for the gesture. His generous donation 
on Virginia’s behalf helped to make the 
50th anniversary celebration possible.
“She would’ve been so tickled and 

happy that you did this in her honor,” 
Handley said.
A sumptuous dinner of short ribs, 

mahi mahi, risotto and fall vegetables 
was served. As waiters brought out a 
heaping trio of desserts, the evening’s 
guest speaker was invited to the 
podium.
President of Indiana Land-marks, 

Marsh Davis, spoke of the shared 
missions of his organization and the 
MSF.  Both groups were founded in 

1960 with the common interest of 
preservation.
“Without the work of the Meridian 

Street Foundation, there would be 
precious little to celebrate 
tonight,” Davis said.  The great 
quality of your street stood to 
be lost.  Instead, we stand here 
celebrating the preservation 
of one of Indiana’s most 
valuable assets.” 
Guests were treated 

to a pre-sentation that 
highlighted many of Indiana 
Landmarks’ successful 

projects over the last half-
century. Davis shared photos from 
everything from the Morris-Butler 
House to West Baden Springs 
Hotel.

“ P e o p l e 
realize that 
having these 
places is 
important, 
not just for 
our heritage 
but for our 
economy,” 
Marsh said. 
“Our goal 
has never 
been to build one building and walk 
away. We hope that our projects will 
start a movement that revitalizes 
communities.”
Marsh closed his talk by thanking 

those in attendance. He also 
announced a gift of $2,000 to Meridian 
Street Preservation Commission on 
behalf of Indiana Landmarks. The gift 
will help fund the salary of a part-time 

staff member.
Guests were invited to 

finish the evening with a 
private viewing of the IMA’s 
Andy Warhol Enterprise$ 
exhibit. WMS Countryman 
Wealth and Asset 
Management of Raymond 
James and Associates, Inc. 
underwrote the cost of the 
viewing.

The opportunity to experience one 
of the country’s most celebrated artists 
in such a personal manner was a rare 
treat for all.  Attendees then returned 
to their cars and made the short drive 
across 38th street, heading home to 
the neighborhood that they all worked 
so diligently to preserve.

by Robert PeoniMSF 50TH ANNIvERSARY CElEBRATION

“Without the work of the Meridian Street 
Foundation, there would be precious little to 

celebrate tonight,” Davis said.  The great quality 
of your street stood to be lost.  Instead, we 

stand here celebrating the preservation of one of 
Indiana’s most valuable assets.” 

Around the fountain at the IMA

Beautiful dinner table

Dave Graf at the piano

Elaine Klein, John Peoni and Betty Pitt



7

MSF 50TH ANNIvERSARY CElEBRATION PHOTO gAllERY

SPONSOR A lAMP POSTSPONSOR A lAMP POST
Approximate Cost to Adorn Historic Meridian St.  

Lamp Posts $30-$40 each

Please mail donations in enclosed remittance envelope and 
mark separately as “Holiday lamp Post donations”.  

Donations can also be mailed separately to “MSF Beautification” 
at 4343 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, IN 46208.

Winnie and Mayor Greg Ballard

Keynote speaker, Marsh Davis, 
addresses attendees

Linda Gilman and Roberta Lamberson

Joyce Butterworth and John Gibbe
John Countryman, Philip & Jane Cox, Dan & Kathy 

Williams, Darrell Peebles & Raul Burciaga

John Countryman and  
Mayor Ballard

Kathy & Dave Ramey, Marianne & Daniel Stout,  
Patricia & Brad Erdmann Neil Handley

Guests enjoyed dinner in the Fountain Room
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SUPPORT AlICE CARTER PlACE – BUY A BRICk PAvER OR BENCH

Dear Midtown Resident,

We need your help to fund the first phase of Alice Carter Place. We have received a $50,000 grant from the Central 
Indiana Community Foundation, but still need to raise $50,000 to complete the sidewalks, some initial tree mainte-
nance, and the Point Gateway Sculpture Plaza.

Alice Carter Place will become an inspiring place for passive recreation, quiet reflection and community gathering 
while providing walking and bicycling connectivity to and from the surrounding neighborhoods.

We will begin work shortly but wanted to give one last chance to create a lasting memorial of your family name, a 
loved one, or a community group with an engraved brick to be placed in the Sculpture Plaza or a bench along the 
meandering path. Following are the options:

4” x 8” brick $150 each 8” x 8” brick $350 each Park Bench $2,000 each

Please send the completed enclosed form and your gift to HARMONI at:

c/o Central Indiana Community Foundation, 615 N. Alabama, Suite 119, Indianapolis, IN 46204  
www.indyharmoni.org

Thanks for your generosity!
Sincerely yours,

Cindy Zweber-Free
317-727-7215 (cell)

Yes, I want to support the Alice Carter Place project with a Donation

Please send the completed form with your contribution to the HARMONI office, c/o the Central Indiana Community 
Foundation, 615 N. Alabama Street, Suite 119, Indianapolis, IN 46204.

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
(please print in all caps for clarity)

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________________

Brick Size or Bench with Donor Plaque (Check One):

___ 4”x 8”- $150 3 lines max.20 characters max. per line  $_________

___ 8”x 8”- $350 6 lines max.20 characters max. per line  $_________
 (including spaces and punctuation).

___ Park Bench - $2,000 3 lines max.20 characters max. per line  $_________
 (including spaces and punctuation).

___ Additional Donation towards project  $_________

Total Amount Enclosed (Payable to HARMONI, Inc.) $_________

Line 1 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Line 2 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Line 3 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Line 4 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Line 5 ________________________________________________________________________________________

Line 6 ________________________________________________________________________________________

historic midtown initiative

UY A BRICK PAVER OR BENCH

#
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Thank you to our many members at all levels of support.  Your donations are essential in allowing MSF to 
fulfill its mission and goals.  We have many committed neighbors/volunteers working all year round to preserve, 
connect, and showcase this community; and, your generous financial contributions certainly help to make this 
happen. If you are not yet a member, or notice that your membership has lapsed, consider joining today using 
the enclosed envelope or the membership form on the MSF website (www.meridianstreetfoundation.net).  Thank 
you, again, for your support in our wonderful historic neighborhood!

Sustaining Level
($225-$325)

Scott and Marilyn Bruins
Chris and Ann Stack
Derek Theriac and James Spain

Benefactor Level 
($100-$200)

Raul Barciaga and Darryl 
Pebbles

Ron and Ann Brock
Douglas and Constance Brown
Tim and Paige Button
Bill and Mary Jo Campbell
Jeff and Dana Cooper
Bruce and Denise Cordingley
John and Michi Countryman
Greg and Pam Dedinsky
Jay Elbrecht and Josh Salyer
John and Julia Failey
Tim Flynn and Robert Schmid
D.R. and Cherie Foley
Todd Foushee and Larry 

Fitzgerald
A. Bernard Frechtman
Ed and Cindy Free
Timothy Garnett and Peter 

Slaymaker
Rich and Susan Graffis
Neil Handley
Bruce and Elise Heslin
Bill and Patty Hirsch
Tom and Elaine Howard
John and Elaine Klein
Richard and Roxanne Kovacs
Allen and Marsha Langdon
Monroe and Sheila Little
Martin and Nancy Logan

Danny and Debbie Marr
Gaylon Melton and Len Pilarski
Tony and Carol Metz 
Lance and Meredith Mitchell
Elliott and Estelle Nelson
Andrew and Jane Paine
John and Susan Peoni
Evelyn Phillips and Adele Tyson
Erick and Wendy Ponader
Richard and Ann Rich
Michael Schmidt
Gary and Kristy Sherman
Fred and Kathy Shorter
Tom and Julie Shortridge
Rob and Jennifer Sloan
Anthony and Marla Smith
Steve Spaulding and Jennifer 

Hendrian
Chris and Barbara Velonis
Paul and Patty Warrenfelt
Phyllis West
Gary and Nancy Whitaker
Jeff and Lisa Whorley
Larry and Janis Wechter
Dan and Kathy Williams
Christian Wolf and Elaine 

Holden-Wolf

Individual and 
Family Levels 

($25 - $90)
Anonymous x 2
Michael and Sherry Ahern
C. William and Susan Allen
Bill and Jeanne Appel
Andrew and Juliet Barton
David and Nancy Behrmann
Cyrus and Helga Behroozi
John and Denise Bell

John and Patricia Bradshaw
Lorene Burkhart
Joyce Butterworth
James and Mishelle Coldren
Phil and Jane Cox
Carolyn Cunningham
Chuck and Beth Deane
Michael and Suzanne Dilts
Larry and Karen Dorfman
Mark and Jean Easter
Jack and Melanie Easselman
Linda Gilman
Robert Goeke and Steve 

Lawrence
Aaron and Kerry Greenlee
Lawrence Grein
Jim Hardee
Bob and Carol Harper
Matt and Judy Hayes
Samuel and Meg Hazlett
James and Sarah Johnston
Ross and Joie Kipka
Ted and Lynn Kramer
Marty and Ellen Krause
Marjorie Kroeger
Roberta Lamberson
Andrew Lynch
Craig and Linda MacDonald
Edward and Ethel Madden
Tim and Marjorie Maginn
Michael and Brandy Manetta
David and Susan Marshall
Jo Ann McLane
Christopher McDougle
Mark and Cathy Mecker
Andy and Jennifer Medley
Rees and Marinelle Morgan
Timothy Needler
Gregg and Joani Ossip
Charles and Jane Otto

Eunice Patterson
Henry and Betty Pitt
Ted Planje and Lee Lange
Dave and Cathy Ramey
Miles Rincker and John Majka 
David Roth
Steven and Sheila Roumpf
Jim and Peggy Sabens
Jason and Kori Sciortino
Gene and Beverly Scott
James and Janice Seidensticker
Malcolm Smith and Heather 

McPherson
Patsy Solinger
Eric and Deborah Stoll
Robert and Marilyn 

Strawbridge
Skip and Ruth Vignati
Jake Wiesen and Colette Keslin
Gene and Patty Wilkins
Andy and Madonna Wolf
Myron and Harriett Wolf

Business Level
($100 - $200)

Fitness Concepts, Inc.
Bruder Remodeling and 

Construction

All individuals who had paid 
dues within one year prior 
to October 25, 2010 were 
included.  We regret any 
inadvertent omissions.

Kathy Williams,  
Membership Chair
255.5305
drwandfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP AS OF OCTOBER 25, 2010 by kathy Williams, Chair
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This past weekend, I enjoyed a 
remarkable gathering of generations 
of area residents, volunteers, 
and others who have made the 
neighborhood one of the country’s 
most resilient.  The 50th Anniversary 
dinner at the Indianapolis Museum 
of Art, appropriately given in honor 
of the late Virginia Handley, was 
remarkable as it connected and 
honored the past while celebrating 
what is current.  In what has become 
something of a ritual recitation, the 

people of the neighborhood recount 
the construction of the homes, the 
attack on the neighborhood by short-
sighted commercial interests, the 
conception and implementation of 
a unique preservation commission, 
and the current success of the work.  
As one speaker pointed out, a linear 
neighborhood is quite a different 
thing than the current planned 
communities.   It would be a difficult 
thing for a resident of the 4400 block 
of Meridian to know their neighbors 

in the 5500 block of Illinois or 
Pennsylvania.  Yet, the MSF forms 
a bridge that connects the entire 
neighborhood in a fairly complete 
way.  And, crudely put, it pays off.
The MSF area continues to 

outperform other areas of similarly-
priced homes in Central Indiana. As 
an example, almost 19 months would 
be required at the current pace of sales 
to sell all homes currently for sale 
in Central Indiana priced between 
$500,000 and $1,000,000. 

REAl ESTATE ROUNDUP by g.B. landrigan, Realtor

 Meridian Pennsylvania Illinois Cross-Streets
 
Num. of Homes For Sale 7 6 7 3
Median List Price 892,485 272,381 531,557 469,933
Pending Sales 3 1 0 1
Closed Sales 10 12 8 8
Median Sales Price 558,600 189,200 550,612 408,537

For a community 
to be whole and 

healthy, it must be 
based on people’s 
love and concern 

for each other.

– Millard Fuller
www.betterworldheroes.com/ 

fuller-millard.htm



11

Meridian St. Preservation
Commission (MSPC), Chair
Bob Wilch, 327-5115
bwilch@indygov.org

MSPC, Staff
Connie Zeigler, 955-0377
conniezeigler@sbcglobal.net

Neighborhood Organizations
Butler Tarkington Neighborhood
Association, 925-1110

Meridian Kessler Neighborhood
Association, 283-1021

City Government Contacts
Indianapolis Mayor –
Greg Ballard
317-327-3601

Mayor’s Action Center
317-327-4622 (4MAC)

Washington Township
Neighborhood Liaison -
Catherine Moore
317-327-5380
cmoore2@indygov.org

City-County Councillors at Large
City-County Council office
317-327-4242
Ed Coleman 317-691-4505
Barb Malone 317-513-9658
Joanne Sanders 317-283-6040
Kent Smith 317-327-4242

City-County Councillor, District 9
- Monroe Gray, Jr.
(MSF area south of 56th Street)
317-327-4242 Office
317-297-1155 Home
mgray@indygov.org

City-County Councillor, District 2
- Ryan Vaughn
(MSF area north of 56th Street)
317-437-7701
rvaughn@btlaw.com

State Government Contacts
State Representative, District 86
– Ed Delaney
(MSF area south of 52nd Street)
317-232-9600
H86@in.gov

State Representative, District 87
- Cindy Noe
(MSF area north of 52nd Street)
317-232-9607
h87@IN.gov 

State Senator, District 33 - 
Gregg Taylor
(MSF area south of 43rd Street)
317-382-9467

State Senator, District 30 –
Scott Schneider
(MSF area north of 43rd Street)
317-232-9400

Indiana Governor - Mitch Daniels
317-232-4567

Federal Government Contacts
U.S. Representative, 7th District -
Andre Carson
317-283-6516 (Indianapolis, IN)
202-225-4011 (Washington, D.C.)

U.S. Senator - Evan Bayh
317-554-0750 (Indianapolis, IN)
202-224-5623 (Washington, D.C.)

U.S. Senator - Richard Lugar
317-226-5555 (Indianapolis, IN)
202-224-4814 (Washington, D.C.)

REFERENCE NUMBERS

UPCOMINg EvENTS

MSF ANNUAl MEETINg Tuesday, November 9, 2010, 7:00PM
Library of the Meridian Street United Methodist Church 
5500 N. Meridian Street

All are welcome to attend the Meridian Street Foundation’s 2010 Annual Meeting.  Enjoy coffee and 
sweet treats with neighbors and listen to some presentations related to our historic neighborhoods.  
James Glass, Ph.D, Director of the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology and Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer in the Indiana Department of Natural Resources will be presenting the 
“History of Meridian”.  Additionally, Jason A. Koch, PE and Project Manager for the Department of 
Public Works will discuss the resurfacing of Meridian and replacement of sidewalks in our historic 
district and Cindy Zweber Free, Vice President, HARMONI, will share what is new with HARMONI. 
Following the speakers, nominees for the MSF Board of Directors will be introduced.  Come out and 
support the Meridian Street Foundation.

HOlIDAY lAMP POST BOW “PREPPINg” PARTY Wednesday, November 10, 6:30-9PM
5519 N. Meridian Street, at the home of Gary and Kristy Sherman

Join neighbors and friends as they “kick-off” off the holiday season by preparing the beautiful red bows 
before they are adorned on the lamp posts along Meridian Street.  Bring your irons and holiday cheer. 
Refreshments will be served.  If interested in attending RSVP to Elaine Klein at garden006@aol.com

MIDTOWN HOlIDAY HOME TOUR Saturday, November 13 – Sunday, November 14
“The Midtown Holiday Home Tour” will take place from 11:00am-5:00pm each day. Tour five historic 
neighborhood homes and see the festive holiday stylings of five local floral designers.  Tickets are $12 
per person in advance and $15 at the door.  Tickets can be ordered by calling (317) 255-5471 or online 
at http://www.indyharmoni.org. Tickets and parking will also be available at The Riviera Club. All 
proceeds go back into the community to create a stronger local economy and high quality of life.
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MSF

MERIDIAN STREET FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 88451
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

NONPROFIT ORg.
U.S. POSTAgE

P A I D
Indianapolis, IN
Permit No. 5677

The Meridian Street Foundation is a charitable 501(c)(3) foundation originally organized in 
1960.  The Foundation’s chief purposes are the maintenance and improvement of existing 

health, safety and ecological standards, and the preservation of the architectural, historic and 
aesthetic significance of residential North Meridian Street and the neighborhood in which 
it lies. Please Note: We live in the North Meridian Street Historic District, governed by the 
Meridian Street Preservation Act of 1971, administered by the Meridian Street Preservation 
Commission.  Before undertaking any changes in structure or usage of your property, please 
check with either the MSPC or the Land Use Committee of the Meridian Street Foundation.

Midtown Holiday Home Tour
Saturday, November 13 – Sunday, November 14, 2010

“The Midtown Holiday Home Tour” will take place from 11:00am-5:00pm each 
day. Tour five historic neighborhood homes and see the festive holiday stylings 
of five local floral designers.  Tickets are $12 per person in advance and $15  
at the door.  Tickets can be ordered by calling (317) 255-5471 or online at 
http://www.indyharmoni.org. Tickets and parking will also be available at The 
Riviera Club. All proceeds go back into the community to create a stronger  
local economy and high quality of life.


