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M E R I D I A N  S T R E E T  F O U N D A T I O N
N E W S L E T T E R

w w w. m e r i d i a n s t r e e t f o u n d a t i o n . n e t

S U M M E R  2 0 1 0

As summer in Indianapolis has 
fi nally arrived, I hope all of our 
readers are enjoying the many 
joys often accompanying the 
summer months.  For my family 
those summer experiences include 
afternoon swims with our three 
little ones at the Rivi, tee ball at 
Meridian Street United Methodist 
Church, evening walks and bike 
rides (including training wheels 
for some) to the 56th Street Shops, 
dinners on the grill and relaxing on 
the porch with an iced tea or other 
cold beverage.  While I am certain 
that each family has its own unique 
summer rituals, what I fi nd so 
interesting is how many 
of the activities that we 
look forward to as part of 
our summer occur right 
here in our wonderful 
neighborhood!
A common theme in 

both my personal and 
professional life is the 
importance of preserving, 
enjoying, improving and 
passing on the many gifts that we 
received from generations past to 
generations future.  As I walk my 
son to tee ball, I remember my own 
playing days at MSUMC. As we head 
to the Rivi for a swim, memories fl ood 
my mind of plunging down the slide 
and launching off the high board.  
And fi nally as we walk through 
our neighborhood encountering 
our many wonderful and engaged 
neighbors, I am reminded of the 
many neighbors who made a lasting 

impact on my life as a child…many 
of whom continue to reside in our 
neighborhood.
I believe our work as residents 

and members of the Meridian 
Street Foundation, along with 
our neighboring organizations, is 
imperative to the intergenerational 
contract that we are all part of.  
We have all been blessed through 
hard work, good fortune or a 
combination of both to live in one 
of the very best neighborhoods, 
and this is in no small part due to 
the engaged residents that came 
before us.  I am confi dent that had 
the residents of Meridian Street and 

their neighbors to the east and west 
not organized through the MSF fi fty 
years ago (ultimately contributing 
to the passage of the Meridian Street 
Preservation Commission) many of 
us would not recognize Meridian 
Street as we know it today and likely 
would have taken the path of urban 
fl ight so many others have chosen.
So far this year the Foundation 

has provided opportunities for 
neighbors to come together to 
celebrate our history, get to know 

our neighbors and relish in stories 
with other long time friends through 
our 50th anniversary kickoff event 
in February, the Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt in April and most recently the 
Summer Picnic in early June.  We 
are saving the grandest celebration 
of our 50-year history for last, as 
it will take place later this year.  I 
look forward to celebrating this 
wonderful milestone with all of you.  
Please consider joining us for an 
evening to remember.   
As we celebrate our 50th 

Anniversary as a neighborhood 
organization, let us remember the 
importance of engagement and 

vigilance.  The MSF has 
been a vigilant observer 
of Senate Bill 177 since 
its inception earlier this 
year.  While it does not 
specifi cally include the 
MSPC in its review, we as 
an organization believe 
fi ndings for or against 
the Indiana Historical 
Preservation Commission 

(IHPC) could have an impact on 
the MSPC and therefore the future 
protections of our neighborhood.  
I continue to be grateful to my fellow 

extremely qualifi ed and passionate 
board members, our volunteers 
and our member families.  May we 
continue to be good stewards of our 
neighborhood as we enjoy it today 
while preserving and improving 
its greatness for the generations of 
tomorrow.

“We have all been blessed through hard work, 
good fortune or a combination of both to 
live in one of the very best neighborhoods, 

and this is in no small part due to the 
engaged residents that came before us.”

YEARS50505050 of greatness 1960
2010

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by John Countryman, President
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In this our 50th year, there has been 
a lot of refl ection about all of the 
accomplishments of the Meridian 
Street Foundation. One need only 
to look outside the front door to see 
some beautiful examples of those 
accomplishments. Over the last three 
years, the Meridian Street Foundation 
along with Keep Indianapolis 
Beautiful and Lilly Day of Service 
planted over 100 trees from 40th 
Street to 54th Street. No matter the 
season, it is always beautiful driving 
down Meridian admiring the different 
kinds of trees from American Elm, 
London Plane Sycamore to Red Oak.   
Even though these beautiful trees 
look as if they are thriving, experts 

say they need to be watered at least 
15 gallons of water a week (from 
May 1st until the fi rst frost) for three 
years.  Additionally, trees do much 
better if kept mulched at all times, 
being mindful to keep the 
mulch pulled away from the 
trunk about 3-4 inches.  For 
those neighbors who “adopted” 
trees, thank you for taking care 
of them. They really make our 
neighborhood special. 
If you didn’t have the 

opportunity to “adopt” a tree, 
don’t worry MSF is asking 
neighbors to volunteer to water 
trees at the Governor’s residence 
and Alice Carter Park.  We have 

many young trees that need water – 
if we all pitch-in it won’t If you are 
interested in helping of for a week or 
two please contract Elaine Klein at 
garden006@aol.com.

BEAUTIFICATION by Elaine Klein

Thank you, thank you to the numerous friends and 
neighbors who support the Meridian Street Foundation 
with their annual membership dues.  As a brand new 
member to the Meridian Street Foundation board 
of directors, it is a privilege to serve as membership 
chairperson in this, the Foundation’s celebratory 50th 
year.  If you are new to our community and would like 
to support MSF’s efforts, or if you have simply not yet 
renewed your annual membership...this is the perfect 
opportunity to do so utilizing the enclosed membership 
envelope.  Again, your support is truly appreciated.   
If you have questions regarding membership or would 

like to serve on the membership committee please feel free 
to contact Kathy Williams, Membership Chairperson, at 
255.5305 or drwandfamily@sbcglobal.net 

New Members to Meridian Street Foundation

D.R. and Cherie Foley (Benefactor)

Andy and Jennifer Medley

Michael and Brandy Manetta

Jason and Kori Sciortino

Aaorn and Kerry Greenlee

Anonymous

Fitness Concepts, Inc. (Business Member)

Bruder Remodeling and Construction
(Business Member)

MEMBERSHIP: 50 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG by Kathy Williams

If you concentrate on fi nding whatever is good 
in every situation, you will discover that your 
life will suddenly be fi lled with gratitude, a 
feeling that nurtures the soul. 

– Rabbi Harold Kushner
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We have provided an insert in this issue containing a 
form to fi ll out to record the critical information about 
your immediate neighbors for your personal use.  Go 
and meet your neighbor across the street, next door and 
behind your house.  It is a GREAT OPPORTUNITY.
Please fi ll out the form and keep it close to your 

telephone.  The back of this form contains important 
public safety contact information for the MSF area.  Your 
Crime Watch Block Captain will provide follow-up.  

IMPD North District Contact Information

•  Check out the new site at www.indycrimewatch.com 

•  To Report Emergencies:  911
(Accident, fi re, serious illness, injury or crime in 
progress that requires IMMEDIATE response)

•  To Report Non-Emergencies:  327-3811
(Crimes NOT in progress, vandalism, theft, and 
suspicious activity, runaway located, threatening 
calls.)

IMPD

•  Community Relations Offi cer – Henry Castor at 
327-6168  c2552@indy.gov

•  Crime Watch Specialist – Shirley Purvitis at 327-3424
p1527@indy.gov

•  Front Desk:  327-6100

•  Suspected Drug Dealing:  327-DOPE

MAYOR’S ACTION CENTER

•  Report Abandoned Vehicles, High Weeds & Grass, 
Stray or Dangerous Animals, Illegal Dumping, Stopped 
Up Sewage Drains 327-4MAC (327-4622)

•  You may also fi le online reports at www.indygov.org/
mac

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT

•  327-2030

HEALTH AND HOSPITAL

•  Unsafe and Vacant Properties 221-2150

COMMUNITY PROSECUTION

•  Robert Reel at 327-6116  rreel@indy.gov

•  Paralegal – Melanie Kerr  MKERR@indy.gov

COMMUNITY PARTNERS for JUSTICE (Court Watch)
•  327-1500

PUBLIC SAFETY CORNER by Sheila Little, Public Safety Chair, MSF

If you haven’t had a chance to look through the 
HARMONI website lately, we encourage you to do so.    
www.indyharmoni.org
A lot of exciting information has been added in the past 

month.

MIDTOWN MASTER PLAN
On the home page you will fi nd a visual document 

entitled Midtown Future Plan — a 24-page introduction 
to the comprehensive Midtown Master Plan.  HARMONI 
and the Maple Road Development Association on behalf 
of Midtown residents and businesses commissioned 
this multi-year effort.  It is based on the output of 30 
“Envisioning” sessions that have been conducted 
throughout Midtown since April of 2008. Mansur Real 
Estate Services, Inc., Eden Collaborative, Greenstreet, and 
Browning-Day are completing this project.  The following 
are six Midtown “Aspirations” developed in the plan:

•˜Midtown will be Destination Connected.
•˜Midtown will be An Exceptional Outdoor Experience.
•˜Midtown will be A Place of Investment
•˜Midtown will be An Employment Generator

•˜Midtown will be A Public Policy Collaborator
•˜Midtown will be An Identifi able Place

As the future unfolds, Midtown will be “The Place to 
Live.”
This exciting document is a “draft” and your thought-

ful input is requested.  Please send your feedback to 
kathyshorter@gmail.com.
Please help us spread the word about this and encourage 

your neighbors to review the document as well.  

WESTFIELD/MERIDIAN/ALICE CARTER PARK
Also available on the website are the new visuals for 

the Westfi eld and Meridian and 56th Street pedestrian 
connectivity project as well as the exciting Alice Carter 
Place park plan.
An ART 2 ART concept piece is also on the home page.
As the Alice Carter Place project evolves, it becomes 

both a gateway to our neighborhoods from the north, and 
also a focal point on the proposed ART 2 ART path that 
would connect the Indianapolis Art Center to the IMA, 
along the canal path.

HARMONI UPDATE by Kathy Shorter
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MIDTOWN LOVES LOCAL

Most of us learned in school the 
Longfellow poem, “The Psalm of Life” 
from which the above words are taken.  
We also have noticed that footprints in 
sand usually don’t last long.  A strong 
wave comes in or others walk or kick 
down our meticulously crafted sand 
castles without much of a thought.
Recently the tar balls coming ashore 

along the Gulf show how insignifi cant 
our efforts are to make a lasting 
impression.  But once in a while some 
of us make lasting impressions, not in 
sand but in the minds and hearts of 
others.  Such a couple was Neil and 
Virginia Handley who have blessed 

our neighborhood with their presence 
since 1967.  Unfortunately, Virginia 
was taken from us by illness and 
Neil has recently moved to be nearer 
his family commitments.  They are 
sorely missed.  Constraints of space 
do not permit a full listing of their 
contributions both in time and 
treasure.
Neil was a reservoir of knowledge 

and history not only of the MSF 
neighborhood but also BTNA and 
was very active in the compilation of 
the 50 year BTNA history chronicles. 
Upon Neil’s leaving the neighborhood, 
he presented the Meridian Street 
Foundation with a most generous gift 
for the celebration of the Foundation’s 
50th anniversary later this year.  
Thanks, Neil!!!
Virginia was a tireless worker for our 

neighborhood serving as president of 
the MFS not once but twice.  They 
were not intimidated by naysayers or 
those who wanted to let the chips fall 
where they may.  

Shortly after moving into the 
neighborhood, they were part of a 
successful effort to avoid the widening 
of “our” street, which would have 
damaged perhaps irreconcilably the 
character of the neighborhood.  When 
developers wanted to have their way 
without concern for our historic 
area, the Handleys were again in the 
forefront.  They realized that they 
were not owners but caretakers of a 
fragile living and breathing unique 
place that has few if any equals.  They 
realized that to live in such a place 
requires discipline and attention to 
detail.
Once things disappear they cannot 

be replaced.  But do not think the 
Handleys were always tilting at 
windmills.  Every holiday Virginia 
would take her well used mangle 
(many of our younger neighbors may 
have to google this word) to iron the 
red holiday bows, which adorned our 
lampposts. In addition to working at 
Butler, Virginia was an avid gardener 
and dog walker.  They were picnickers 
extraordinaire and were in attendance 
at almost every social and community 
function over the years. 
Even during Virginia’s last illness 

she was continually keeping up on 
the neighborhood doings.  They were 
active in having our neighborhood 
named to a place on the National 
Historic Register and worked tirelessly 
to protect us from commercial and 
inappropriate encroachment.  They 
worked with Historic Land–marks on 
the Main Stem home tours and the 
resultant well loved coffee table book, 
“The Main Stem”.  
The citations could go on and on 

but you get the idea, dear readers.  
We all feel privileged to have known 
them. Those not fortunate enough to 
have known them still will benefi t 
from their presence among us.  Neil 
promises not to stay away from our 
neighborhood, especially during 
Butler basketball season.  We plan on 
making him keep this promise.  

Footprints in the sands of time —

by Peggy SabensAND DEPARTING, LEAVE BEHIND US, —

5609 NORTH ILLINOIS ST.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN • 46208 317.255.5555 • 800.866.0955

www.gthrapp.com

Located One Block West of 56th & Mer id ian

G. Thrapp Jewelers
Vision, Quality, Trust…A Journey

G.Thrapp Jewelers

Angie’s List
Super Service
Award Winner

JCK’s Top 50
Designer Jewelry
Retailers of 2010

2008 Indianapolis
Woman Magazine

Choice Award
Winner “Favorite

Jewelry Store”

2008 Best
Designer Jeweler
indychannel.com

A-List
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by Raul Burciaga, 
MSF Property Tax Subcommittee

On May 13, the Meridian Kessler Neighborhood 
Association sponsored the second of their series of 
neighborhood forums to explore possible effects of a 
permanent tax cap.  The forum, entitled “The Impact 
of Permanent Property Tax Caps on Local Government 
Funding,”  was moderated by John Katzenberger, 
president of the Indiana Fiscal Policy Institute.  The 
panel included representative from different areas of 
local government.  On hand were Jackie Nytes, City-
County counselor and Ryan Vaughn, president of the 
City-County Council; Kelly Bentley of the IPS School 
Board and Frank Short, Washington Township Trustee.  
Aaron Smith, founder of Watchdog Indiana, a citizen 
action committee, represented a taxpayer’s point of view.  
Among major issues presented to the panelists by the 
moderator were how local government might become 
more effi cient in its operation in the face of decreased 
revenues; what services might see a decline as a result; 
and what other revenue sources might see an increase to 
compensate for decreased revenues?  While the tax cap 
in this economy might seem like a “no-brainer”, how 

Indiana citizens vote this November will have a long-
lasting effect on the delivery of local government and 
school services in the years to come.  Therefore, it is vital 
that homeowner/property taxpayers carefully weigh the 
impact of their vote on the future of city, county and 
school services.  Because this will affect every citizen 
differently, this writer did not attempt to summarize the 
variety of viewpoints expressed by the panelist.  If you 
missed the forum or wish to view it again, a video of the 
discussion is available on demand on Channel 16 without 
charge.  Go to www.Indy.gov. homepage.  Under the 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT heading, click GOVERNMENT 
ACCESS TELEVISION — CHANNEL 16.  Select the ON-
DEMAND button, then under ARCHIVE NAVIGATION, 
select the SPECIAL EVENTS tab.  Scroll down to Property 
Tax Cap Amendment Forum on May 13, 2010 and click 
on video.  
The mission of MSF in partnership with MKNA is to 

provide unbiased information on the property tax cap 
issue to the property tax payers in the area to help the 
voter make an informed decision come this November. 

PROPERTY TAX CAP AMENDMENT, part 2

Is your living space singing the blues?  Follow a few of 
these low cost tips to ‘do it yourself’ & by season’s end 
your family and your space will be ‘doing the hop’.

1.  Organize — Accomplish one room at a time.  Clean 
out cabinets, closets and drawers to lose the clutter. 
Getting rid of personal belongings can be diffi cult.  
Take a picture of it.  

2.  Mix it up — Try a new seating arrangement or relocate 
a few furniture pieces, rugs, or wall hangings to a 
different room.   Subtle changes in a room can have 
big impact.

3.  Maximize Light in a Drab Room
   Hide a fl oor lamp that shines upward behind a 

plant or a corner chair.
   Send drapes for their annual cleaning. 
   Bump up the wattage in your light bulbs. (check 

mfg. limit) 

4. Paint Therapy
   Subtle changes in paint color can bring life back 

into a room.  
   Porch paint is more durable for baseboards and 

stairway treads. 
   Using a 1-1/2 in. angled brush is best when cutting 

in the edges
   Mixing in a small amount of paint conditioner will 

relax the paint for better coverage if it’s an old can.    

5. Caulk it  
  Gaps often appear when temperature changes cause 
wood trim to expand or contract as well as a house 
settles.  Caulking those areas create a more fi nished 
look.   
  Method 1: Caulk, clean and prep for paint by wiping 
up excess caulk away at the same time you clean the 
baseboards before painting.
  Method 2:  Caulk after you paint.  Once your paint 
job cures, which can take approx. 3 weeks for acrylic 
or 1 month for oil based, (acrylic surface is usually dry 
to touch, but is not cured.)  Follow same directions 
of caulking, except this method usually leaves a thin 
line, which will cover up any paint edging mistakes.    
  Supplies needed:  Tube of caulk & an application gun 
or a tipped tube (color & type before applying).  Fill 
two small buckets with water, grab sponges, and don 
some gloves. Remember a little caulk goes a long way 
and it will clean up easily as long as it is not dry.  Small 
areas at a time are recommended.  Using an index 
fi nger works well for smoothing the caught into the 
cracks.   

Finally you will be able to enjoy a fresh look to your more 
functional room.  

DO IT YOURSELF
by Stacey McCarthy
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Whether you are a new resident 
to this historic area or a long time 
resident there a few things to consider 
before making any changes to the 
exterior of your house or property. 
North Meridian Street Preservation 

Area Design Guidelines are 
posted to the MSF website, www.
meridianstreetfoundation.net under 
the MSPC link. This is the fi rst place 
you want to go when considering a 
project for your house or property. 
The guidelines are also available 
by contacting the Meridian Street 
Foundation (MSF) Committee 
chairperson (see committee listings 
on page 11).
A Certifi cate of Appropriateness 

must be applied for and obtained 
from the Meridian Street Preservation 
Commission (MSPC) prior to starting 
work. When granted, the Certifi cate 
of Appropriateness is valid for 
commencement of work within 18 
months of issuance for the reviewed 
project. Application packages and 
additional information are posted on 
the MSF website.
The MSPC meets in a public forum 

on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 
4:00 pm at the Meridian Street United 
Methodist Church to hear and vote 
on homeowner petitions regarding 
changes they wish to make to their 
properties. Applications before the 
MSPC are posted to the Meridian 

Street Foundation’s website for public 
review. Interested residents living in 
the North Meridian Street Preservation 
Area are encouraged to attend the 
hearings and voice their support or 
concerns for a pending Certifi cate of 
Appropriateness application.
The MSF Land Use committee is 

available to answer questions and 
provide guidance to homeowners 
going through the application and 
approval process.  The fl ow chart 
included in this newsletter is a great 
reference tool to keep handy and 
offers step-by-step guidance when 
considering a project on your North 
Meridian Street home.

by Len Pilarsky, MSF Land Use Committee co-Chair

 CONSIDERING A PROJECT ON YOUR 
 MERIDIAN STREET HOME?

The MSF is looking for interested parties to join the 
Land Use Committee. This committee is set up to provide 
direction to homeowners considering a project on their 
home as well act as a voice for the Meridian Street 
Foundation for pending applications for a Certifi cate 
of Appropriateness before the MSPC. This is a great 

opportunity to not only meet your neighbors but an easy 
way to give back to your community. If you are interested 
in becoming and active member of the MSF LUC please 
contact either co-chair Len Pilarski or Gaylon Melton at 
317-352-2949. 

 MERIDIAN STEET FOUNDATION LAND USE COMMITTEE 
 LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS
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3-4-08

Suggested 
Review 
Meetings
Meet with MSPC 
staff

Meet with 
Meridian Street 
Foundation Land 
Use Committee

Meet with 
neighborhoods 
and/or   
interested  
parties

Refine project 
based on 
comments

File Application 
with MSPC

File and pay fee 
in room 1821 of 
the City/ County 
Building no later 
than 30 days 
prior to public 
hearing 

Obtain
surrounding 
property
owner names 
and
addresses 
from Assessor

Review legal 
notice 
prepared by 
MSPC

Serve legal 
notice 

Serve personally 
or mail legal 
notice to sur- 
rounding property 
owners & 
interested parties 
no later than 20 
days prior to 
public hearing 

Complete 
Affidavit of 
Notice of 
Public Hear- 
ing & submit to 
MSPC Chair 
no later than 7 
days prior to 
public hearing

SERP
TEE

RTS
N
AI DI RE M NOI

SS
I

M
M
O
C

N
OIT

AVRE

1972

MS

PC

Petitioner seeks 
approval of  
project by 
demonstrating 
how application 
meets the 
statutory tests for 
approval

Continued to 
2nd public 
hearing 30 
days later if 
necessary

Prior Approval   
of a Variance1

Prior Approval   
of a Rezoning1

Public Hearing 
Results
Certificate of 
Appropriate- 
ness1

Dismissal

Denial  (Can be 
re-filed in 6 
months)

Seek 
necessary 
permits/ 
approval from 
City of 
Indianapolis

Petitioner has 
idea for a 
project

Contacting the Chair of the 
Meridian Street Foundation 
Land Use Committee and 
the MSPC Staff person to 
discuss the project concept 
as soon as possible is 
highly recommended.

Title 925 of the Indiana Admin- 
istrative Code

Indiana Code  36-7-11.2

North Meridian St. Preservation 
Area Design Guidelines

MSPC Application Packet with infor- 
mation regarding how to file a case.

Meridian St. Preservation Area Plan

MSPC Meeting Schedule

Boundary map of area governed by 
MSPC

Online Resources-

Go to the web site 
www.meridianstreetfoundation.net 
to find the following:

Petitioner
describes 
project in draft 
form

Discuss with 
surrounding 
neighbors

Public Hearing

Attendance at 
public hearing 
required

1Note-Orders issued 
by the MSPC contain 
a provision that the 
work shall be 
commenced within 
18 months of the 
date of the issuance 
of the Order.  If work 
is not commenced 
within such time 
period, the order 
shall expire, and the 
petitioner will need to 
file a new petition to 
pursue the work.  
Prior to the expiration 
of an order,  one 
extension of time, not 
to exceed six 
months, may be 
sought from the 
MSPC Chair.

If significant 
changes are 
made to project, 
go back to MSPC 
staff, MSF Land 
Use Committee, 
neighborhoods, 
interested parties 
and surrounding 
neighbors with 
changes.

Finalize plans & 
documentation & 
complete 
application forms

MSPC APPROVAL PROCESS CHART
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MIDTOWN LOVES LOCAL

Midtown Indy is different, when you 
cross over Fall Creek coming north, 
the feel of the city changes.  Part of 
the charm of this historic area is the 
wide variety of local businesses, shops 
and restaurants.  The neighborhood 
associations of Butler-Tarkington, 
Broad Ripple Village, Mapleton-Fall 
Creek and Meridian-Kessler have 
joined together with local business 
owners to promote our love of 
Midtown to our residents, visitors 
and neighbors.  
Development of Midtown began 

shortly after the turn of the century.  
We are bordered by the White 
River to the north, Fall Creek to the 
south, the State Fair grounds to the 
east and the Indianapolis Museum 
of Art to the west.  We are home to 
many of Indianapolis’s most popular 
destinations including Broad Ripple, 
Butler and a delightful stretch of the 
Monon Greenway. 
Just think, when you shop Midtown 

you...
...Sustain our local economy.- 

For each dollar you spend at an 
independent, locally owned Midtown 
business, approximately 80% goes 
back to the community versus about 
35% from a franchise or chain — and 
0% from the Internet.

...Keep our community 
unique — Midtown is 
like no other part of the 
city. By supporting local 
businesses, you’re helping 
our community retain its 
character.
...Invest in our community 

— Many Midtown businesses 
are owned by people who 
live here. They have a stake 
in our community and when 
their businesses thrive, they 
are likely to stay and reinvest in their 
success.
...Create jobs - Small local businesses 

are the largest employer nationally 
and, in Midtown, provide the most 
jobs to residents.p
Get started today because you can 

help make a difference. Besides 
shopping locally you can get to know 
your local business owners.  Consider 
joining or volunteering with your 
neighborhood association. Do you eat 
at independent Midtown restaurants? 
How about your bank, dentist or 
accountant? Why not go to a local 
farmers market or produce stand 
for your fruits and vegetables this 
summer?  
You will see ‘Midtown Loves Local’ 

signs in windows, on t-shirts and 

shopping bags all over town. Several 
local businesses are spearheading the 
Midtown Loves Local movement and 
we owe them our thanks for launching 
this campaign. The organizing 
committee and sponsors are NUVO, 
National Bank of Indianapolis, The 
Riviera Club, Bright Ideas, G Thrapp 
Jewelers, Union Jack Pub, Marigold, 
Chelsea’s and City Dogs.  
Come visit our booths at the Broad 

Ripple Art Fair, the Farmers Markets 
and many other summer events.  
If you would like to volunteer or 
sponsor this campaign please contact 
deb@indyharmoni.org.  Check back 
frequently as we develop our new 
website at www.midtownindy.org.  
Finally, ask yourself before you 

purchase elsewhere — is it available 
in Midtown?

by Cindy Zweber-FreeMIDTOWN LOVES LOCAL

A community 
is like a ship; 

everyone ought 
to be prepared to 

take the helm.

– Henrik Ibsen
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It was a beautiful afternoon for 
the 10th annual Meridian Street 
Foundation Easter Egg hunt, although 
it didn’t start out that way.  The Easter 
Bunny and his helpers were hiding 
eggs in the rain all morning, but an 
hour before the “hunt” the clouds 
broke and it turned out to be a truly 
great event. Over 100 children ran 
with joy across the lawn of the old 
Governor’s mansion as they fi lled 
their baskets with dozens of eggs 
fi lled with goodies and of those there 
were the lucky few “hunters” who 
came away with the ‘Golden Eggs’ — 
Congratulations!
Before and after the egg hunt, 

children and adults alike entertained 
themselves with bubble blowing with 

Marge Kroeger, 
getting their 
faces painted by 
Jan Wechter and 
her children, or 
by making kites 
with Madonna 
and Megan Wolf 
and Marilyn 
Bruins.  Guests 
also enjoyed 
watching and 
petting the 
sweet, soft baby 
lambs graciously 
provided by 
Catherine Touloukian.
Thank you to all the neighbors who 

helped put this event together and 

for those who came out to enjoy the 
day. Thank you especially to John and 
Elaine Klein for opening your home 
once again for this MSF tradition.

THE 10TH ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT

by John Countryman

An estimated one hundred or so 
neighbors came together for the 
Meridian Street Foundation Annual 
Summer Picnic on what turned out to 
be one of the most beautiful days of 
the year.  What a relief following the 
intermittent rain experienced on last 
year’s gathering.  The tent available 
to us this year to serve as protection 
from a repeat of Mother Nature’s 
interruptions turned out to provide 
a great respite from mostly sunny 

skies.   Held this year at in the ball 
fi elds of the Meridian Street United 
Methodist Church, all in attendance 
enjoyed the wide variety of “pitch-in” 
sides and salads as the Foundation 
provided burgers, hotdogs, ribs and 
refreshments. 
What was most enjoyable to me about 

this day was the coming together of 
many of our newer neighbors as well 
as our more deeply rooted residents.  
Neighbors in attendance live 

throughout the MSF neighborhood 
from Tarkington Towers to the 5700 
block of Meridian and from Illinois 
to Pennsylvania.  The play structures 
and swing sets at MSUMC were put 
to good use, in addition to the bubble 
station and face painting booth, with 
approximately twenty-fi ve of our 
neighborhood children enjoying the 
festivities.
This marks the third wonderful 

neighborhood gathering opportunity 
this year following our Anniversary 
Year kickoff at the home of Len 
Pilarski and Gaylon Melton in 
February and the Easter Egg Hunt at 
the home of John & Elaine Klein in 
April.  Thank you to all in attendance 
for your pitch-ins, to those who 
helped us stack chairs and tables at 
the conclusion of the celebration 
and especially to Elaine Klein and 
her crew of organizers, face painters, 
sundae servers and bubble blowers.
Finally, if you are interested in 

getting to know more of your 
neighbors, I encourage you to join 
us for our next and fi nal event of the 
year as we formally celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary. 

SUMMER PICNIC: A SIZZLING SUCCESS
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As this overdue article is being 
written, the third severe storm in as 
many days passes over a columnist’s 
offi ce. Hideously contorted clouds, 
not unlike the original King Kong fi lm, 
appear to personally peer in windows 
to see what treasures might be found.  
A short, stocky fellow crouched over 
a laptop in 810 is unappetizing. 
The clouds turn in disgust and veer 
northeast.  The columnist does not 
take it personally.
Although awkward as a segue, storm 

clouds and property values have 

captivated Indianapolis and its North 
Side even longer than our cousins in 
other states.  The bizarre property 
tax controversy several years ago 
stifl ed a great deal of the “irrational 
exuberance” in the upper end market 
in the area.  Just as answers to that 
problem were becoming clearer, the 
later economic problems of the so-
called Great Recession made things 
even more unpleasant.  It is the rare 
area Realtor who has not reported 
an unprecedented  second quarter of 
activity.  Spurred in large part by the 

deadline of the various Federal tax 
credits to homebuyers, sales in the 
beginning and middle price ranges 
in the area began to approach normal 
levels.  It is thought, with anecdotal 
evidence, that the sales of the upper 
end market in our area will continue 
to improve as the sellers of the middle 
priced homes are now free to seek 
larger accommodations.
Following are the statistics, as 

reported by the Metropolitan 
Indianapolis Board of Realtors, for the 
period 1/1/2010 to 6/15/2010:

REAL ESTATE ROUNDUP by G.B. Landrigan, Realtor

 Meridian Pennsylvania Illinois Cross-Streets
 
Num. of Homes For Sale 12 5 5 3
Median List Price 749,750 550,000 237,400 389,900
Pending Sales 2 5 0 2
Closed Sales 5 5 7 4
Median Sales Price 595,000 435,375 149,900 316,950

When strangers 
start acting like 

neighbors... 
communities are 

reinvigorated.

– Ralph Nader
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 Meridian St. Preservation
Commission (MSPC), Chair
Bob Wilch, 327-5115
bwilch@indygov.org

MSPC, Staff
Connie Zeigler, 955-0377
conniezeigler@sbcglobal.net

Neighborhood Organizations
Butler Tarkington Neighborhood
Association, 925-1110

Meridian Kessler Neighborhood
Association, 283-1021

City Government Contacts
Indianapolis Mayor –
Greg Ballard
317-327-3601

Mayor’s Action Center
317-327-4622 (4MAC)

Washington Township
Neighborhood Liaison -
Catherine Moore
317-327-5380
cmoore2@indygov.org

City-County Councillors at Large
City-County Council offi ce
317-327-4242
Ed Coleman 317-691-4505
Barb Malone 317-513-9658
Joanne Sanders 317-283-6040
Kent Smith 317-327-4242

City-County Councillor, District 9
- Monroe Gray, Jr.
(MSF area south of 56th Street)
317-327-4242 Offi ce
317-297-1155 Home
mgray@indygov.org

City-County Councillor, District 2
- Ryan Vaughn
(MSF area north of 56th Street)
317-437-7701
rvaughn@btlaw.com

State Government Contacts
State Representative, District 86
– Ed Delaney
(MSF area south of 52nd Street)
317-232-9600
H86@in.gov

State Representative, District 87
- Cindy Noe
(MSF area north of 52nd Street)
317-232-9607
h87@IN.gov 

State Senator, District 33 - 
Gregg Taylor
(MSF area south of 43rd Street)
317-382-9467

State Senator, District 30 –
Scott Schneider
(MSF area north of 43rd Street)
317-232-9400

Indiana Governor - Mitch Daniels
317-232-4567

Federal Government Contacts
U.S. Representative, 7th District -
Andre Carson
317-283-6516 (Indianapolis, IN)
202-225-4011 (Washington, D.C.)

U.S. Senator - Evan Bayh
317-554-0750 (Indianapolis, IN)
202-224-5623 (Washington, D.C.)

U.S. Senator - Richard Lugar
317-226-5555 (Indianapolis, IN)
202-224-4814 (Washington, D.C.)

REFERENCE NUMBERS

UPCOMING EVENTS

HARMONI: PUBLIC HEARING Tuesday, July 13, 7:00PM
Final plan details for Phase 1 will be unveiled. Plans include intersection improvements at Westfi eld 
and Meridian, connectivity to Alice Carter Place, medians along the park and sidewalks on 56th street, 
Westfi eld Blvd. and the east and west sides of Meridian from 54th street to Westfi eld Blvd. Construction 
will begin in the spring of 2011 for the intersection improvements.

IHM FALL KICK-OFF FEST Saturday, August 28, 2010, 3:00-11:00PM
Immaculate Heart of Mary neighborhood fall Kick-Off Fest.  Games, kids’ activities, hot dogs, burgers, 
brats and pulled pork, Beer Garden and wine, music (Greta Speaks, Chad Mills, The Dugan Brothers) 
and movies. Info: 317-257-2266. Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 5692 N. Central Ave., Meridian 
Kessler — Mid-Town neighborhood, Indianapolis, www.ihmindy.org.

MSF ANNUAL MEETING Tuesday, October 12, 7:30PM
Please join your neighbors in the parlor of the Meridian Street United Methodist Church for the 
Meridian Street Foundation annual meeting.  Light refreshments will be served.

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION Friday, October 15, 6:30PM
Indianapolis Museum of Art

Come celebrate the Meridian Street Foundation’s 50th year with good food, good friends and great art at 
the IMA. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres, cocktails and dinner and experience the much anticipated Andy Warhol 
exhibit. Guest speaker, Marsh Davis, President of Indiana Landmarks, will share his thoughts on the last 
50 years with MSF. Space is limited, so be sure to respond promptly. Invitations are expected to mail 
mid-August.
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MSF

MERIDIAN STREET FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 88451
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208
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 The Meridian Street Foundation is a charitable 501(c)(3) foundation originally organized in 
1960.  The Foundation’s chief purposes are the maintenance and improvement of existing 

health, safety and ecological standards, and the preservation of the architectural, historic and 
aesthetic signifi cance of residential North Meridian Street and the neighborhood in which 
it lies. Please Note: We live in the North Meridian Street Historic District, governed by the 
Meridian Street Preservation Act of 1971, administered by the Meridian Street Preservation 
Commission.  Before undertaking any changes in structure or usage of your property, please 
check with either the MSPC or the Land Use Committee of the Meridian Street Foundation.

5050THTH Anniversary Celebration Anniversary Celebration
Friday, October 15, 6:30pmFriday, October 15, 6:30pm

Indianapolis Museum of Art

Come celebrate the Meridian Street Foundation’s 50th year with good food, good friends and great 
art at the IMA. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres, cocktails and dinner and experience the much anticipated 
Andy Warhol exhibit where Andy Warhol Enterprises “examines Andy Warhol’s lifelong exploration of 
commerce, consumerism, and the business of art making”. Additionally, guest speaker, Marsh Davis, 
President of Indiana Landmarks, will share his thoughts on the last 50 years. Space is limited, so be 
sure to respond promptly. Invitations are expected to mail mid-August.
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